LOTH AIR.

ohild of the mountains, that no one must approach
even Colonel Campian, and the girl sate without the tent alT
its entrance, dressed in her many-coloured garments, with
fiery eyes and square white teeth, and her dark hair braided
with gold coins and covered with a long white kerchief of
perfect cleanliness; and she had a poniard at her side and
a revolver in her hand, and she would have used both wea-
pons sooner than that her mistress should be disobeyed.

Alone in her tent, Theodora fell upon her knees, and
lifting up her hands to heaven and bowing her head to the
earth, she said: ' 0 God ! whom I have ever worshipped,
God of justice and of truth, receive the agony of my soul !

And on the earth slio remained for hours in despair.

Night came and it brought no solace, and the day re-
turned, but to her it brought no light. Theodora was no
longer seen. The soul of the camp seemed extinct. The
mien of majesty that ennobled all; the winning smile that
rewarded the rifleman at his practice and the sapper at his
toil; the inciting word that reanimated the recruit and re-
called to the veteran the glories of Sicilian struggles : all
vanished, all seemed spiritless and dull, and the armourer
clinked his forge as if he were the heartless hireling of a
king.

In this state of moral discomfiture there was one person
who did not lose his head, and this was the General. Calm,
collected, and critical, he surveyed the situation and indi-
cated the possible contingencies. * Our best, if not our
only, chance/ he said to Colonel Campian, ' is this : that
the Italian army now gathered in force upon the frontier
should march to Rome and arrive there before the French.
Whatever then happens, we shall at least get rid of the
great imposture, but in all probability the French and
Italians will fight. In that case I shall join the Savoyards,
and in the confusion we may do some business yet.'

' This embarkation/ said the Colonel,' explains the ga-
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